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Claim Amendments 



1. (Previously presented) A composition comprising a recombinant nucleic acid vector or plasmid 
that encodes: 

a) human telomerase reverse transcriptase (hTRT) protein (SEQ. ID NO:2); or 

b) a polypeptide fragment of SEQ. ID NO:2 consisting of at least 20 contiguous amino acids 
which is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID NO:2). 

2 to 9. CANCELLED 

1 0. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 1 , further comprising an adju va nt. 

11. (Withdrawn) A method for eliciting an antibody response specific for human telomerase reverse 
transcriptase in a subject, comprising administering to the subject the composition of daim 1 . 

12. (Withdrawn) (Currently amended) A method for eliciting an antibody response specific for human 
telomerase reverse transcriptase in a subject, comprising administering to the subject the 
compos i tion nudeic acid vector or plasmid of claim 21 . 

13. (Withdrawn) (Currently amended) A method for eliciting an antibody response specific for human 
telomerase reverse transcriptase in a subject, comprising administering to the subject the 
composition nudeic add vector or plasmid of claim 23. 

14. (Withdrawn) A method for elidting an antibody response spedfic for human telomerase reverse 
transcriptase in a subject comprising administering to the subject the composition of daim 25. 

15. (Withdrawn) A method for elidting an antibody response spedfic for human teJomerase reverse 
transcriptase In a subject, comprising administering to the subject the composition of claim 30. 

16 to 18. CANCELLED 

19. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 1, comprising an amount of said nucleic add 
vector or plasmid that encodes a polypeptide effectfve for eliciting an immunological response 
spedfic for hTRT protein (SEQ. ID NO:2) in a mammalian subject. 
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20. (Original) The composition of claim 1, packaged in a container along with an indication of how 
the composition Is to be administered. 

21. (Previously presented) A recombinant nucleic acid vector or piasmid that encodes hTRT (SEQ. 
ID NO:2) or a fragment of SEQ. ID NO:2 of least 10 contiguous amino adds, wherein said 
fragment is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID NO:2). 

22. (Currently amended) The nucleic acid composition of claim 1 , wherein the nucleic acid vector or 
plasmid encodes full-length hTRT protein (SEQ. ID NO:2). 

23. (Currently amended) The nucielc acid vector or plasmid of claim 21 , which encodes a fragment 
of SEQ. ID NO:2 of at feast 20 contiguous amino acids. 

24. (Currently amended) The nucleic acid vector or plasmid of claim 21 , which encodes a fragment 
of SEQ. ID NO:2 of at least 50 contiguous amino acids. 

25. (Previously presented) A composition comprising an Isolated nucleic acid that encodes a 
chimeric protein consisting of an immunogenic fragment of SEQ. ID NO:2 fused to another 
protein that enhances the immune response to said fragment of SEQ. ID NO:2. 

26. (Previously presented) The nucleic acid composition of claim 25, wherein the other protein is 
keyhole limpet hemocyanin (KLH). 

27. (Currently amended) The n uc le ic ac i d composition of claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid vector or 
p/asmid is DNA. 

28. (Currently amended) The nucloic ac i d composition of claim 1 , wherein the nucleic acid vector or 
pjasffijdlsRNA. 

29. (Currently amended) The nuclolo add composition of daim 1, wherein tho nucloic odd io 
eoRteined said hTRT or said fragment is encnri*ri in a plasmid. 

30. (Currently amended) The nuc l olo add composition of claim 1, wherein the nudoic acid to 
containod said hTRT or said fragment is encoded in a viral vector. 

31. (Currently amended) The nudoic odd composition of claim 1. wherein the nudoic acid io 
cont ai n od said hTRT or said fragment is encoded in an adenovirus vector. 
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32. (Currently amended) The nuolo i c oc id composition of claim 1, wherein th e nuo l o i o acid i s 
contained said hTRT or said frag ment is encoded in a herpes virus or Epstein Barr Virus vector. 

33. (Previously presented) A recombinant nucleic acid In which an encoding region is operably linked 
to a promoter that controls expression of said encoding region, 

wherein said encoding region encodes hTRT protein (SEQ. ID NO:2) or a fragment of SEQ. 
ID NO;2 of at ieast 20 contiguous amino acids; and 

wherein sard fragment is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID 
NO:2). 

34 to 38. CANCELLED 

39. (Previously presented) A recombinant nucleic add vector or plasmld that encodes hTRT (SEQ. 
ID NO:2), or a fragment of SEQ. ID NO:2, wherein sard vector or plasmld comprises at ieast 
about 50 consecutive bases of SEQ. ID NO:1; 

and wherein said fragment is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID 
NO:2). 

40. (Currently amended) The nucleic acid vector or plasmid of claim 39. wherein said fragment is 
encoded by at least about 100 consecutive bases of SEQ. ID NO:1. 

41. (Previously presented) An Isolated recombinant nucleic acid comprising an encoding region 
operably linked to a promoter that controls expression of said encoding region, 

wherein said encoding region encodes hTRT protein (SEQ. JD NO:2) or a fragment of SEQ. 
ID NO:2. wherein said encoding region comprises at ieast about 50 consecutive bases of SEQ. 
ID NO:1;and 

wherein said fragment is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID 
NO:2). 

42. (Previously presented) The nucleic acW of claim 41, wherein said fragment is encoded by at 
least about 200 consecutive bases of SEQ. ID NO:1 . 
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43. (Previously presented) An Isolated recombinant nucleic acid that encodes a fragment of SEQ. ID 
NO:2, wherein said fragment consists of at least 50 consecutive amino acids, and wherein said 
fragment does not have telomere se catalytic activity when cotransiated with tefomerase RNA 
component, but wherein said fragment is immunogenic for a specific response against hTRT 
(SEQ. ID NO:2). 

44 to 46. CANCELLED. 

47. (Previously presented) The nucleic acid of claim 43, further comprising a promoter to control 
expression of said polypeptide. 

48. (Previously presented) The nucleic acid of claim 43. contained in a plasmid vector. 

49. (Previously presented) The nucleic acid of claim 43. contained in a vfral vector. 

50. (Previously presented) The nucleic acid of claim 43, contained in an adenovirus vector, a herpes 
virus vector, or Epstein Ban* Virus vector. 

51 . (Previously presented) The composition of claim 25, wherein said nucleic acid further comprises 
a promoter to control expression of said chimeric protein. 

52. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 25, wherein the nucleic acid is contained in a 
plasmid vector. 

53. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 25, wherein the nucleic acid Is contained in a 
viral vector. 

54. (Previously presented) The composition of claim 25, wherein the nucleic acid is contained In an 
adenovirus vector, a herpes virus vector, or Epstein Ban Virus vector. 

55. (Currently amended) The nuc le ic ooid composition of claim 30, wherein the nucleic acid also 
contains viral sequences for replication and packaging of the vector. 
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56. (Currently amended) The nucleic acid compo s ition vector or olasmld of claim 21 , wherein codons 
in said encoding region compri ses aJtorod codons o o loctod have been altered to increase the rate 
of poptid o expression of said hTRT or said fragment 

57. (Currently amended) A composition oomprloing an i colatod RNA e ncoding a fragm o nt of SEQ. ID 
NO:2 of ot loact 20 contiguous am i no acids which ic i mmunogonio for o cpocific r oc pons e againct 
hT RT - (SEQ, iDNO;2) 

A composition comprising a recombinant RNA that encoHfis- 

a polypeptide fragment of SEQ. I D NO:2 consisting of at least 20 contiguous amino acids , 
which is immunogenic fo r a specific response against hTRT (SEQ. ID NO:2l 



0£2-d 110/200 d QM-1 



V9988ZV099+ 



6 



dl daDO NCW30-«K»d nW9*:S0 9002-^-81 



